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Have you ever received one of those e-mails with the disclaimer at the 
bottom ‘the views expressed in this e-mail are those of the sender, and 
not of the organisation that they 
represent’? Well, that’s how this 
month’s editorial begins…. 
 

I wonder whether you heard or 
read the statement produced by 
the Primates of the Anglican Communion after their gathering last month 
to discuss the deep divisions within the Communion on the subject of 
same-sex marriage. If you did read or hear it, what did you make of it? 
 

I suppose I wasn’t surprised by the outcome, but I was saddened by it.  
There were several aspects to this unhappiness: the hurt and pain being 
caused within the Communion, the pain of the Episcopal church being 
‘expelled’ for a period of three years for moving forward without the rest 
of the Communion’s agreement, and the pain that will be felt by same-sex 
couples in light of the statement, particularly point 4 which says: 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Scripture, 
upholds marriage as between a man and a woman in faithful, lifelong 
ǳƴƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦέ 
 

You might wholeheartedly agree with that statement, BUT - and in my 
mind it’s a big BUT – are we really saying that same-sex couples should 
not, because of something over which they have no control, have the 
same rights as everyone else under the law – that is to be able to enter 
into a covenanted life-long union, and to enjoy the same rights and 
protections under the law as heterosexual couples?  
 

The vast majority of us have no control over our sexuality – it’s not 
something we choose, and I’ve seen first-hand the devastating effects 
caused by someone trying to deny their true sexuality. By refusing to 
grant LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, trans-gender) people equality I feel the 
church saying is we believe God made a ‘mistake’ when he knitted them 
together in their mother’s womb (Ps 139:13), that the ‘sin’ of their sexual 
orientation is somehow a sin that is worse than any other - I can’t agree. 

Whoõs fighting for equality? 
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 Leaving aside the fact that examples of marriage in Scripture are not as 
straightforward as our traditional view (and the statement) might have us 
believe (Abraham, King David and King Solomon are three prominent 
examples that come to mind), I am dismayed that what is regularly 
preached from lecterns and pulpits up and down the land about Jesus 
reaching out to the outcast and marginalised of society, and how we are 
all equal in God’s sight – in terms of our state of sinfulness, and our 
equality as objects and recipients of God’s love - has been undermined by 
a statement that marginalises a particular group within society. 
 

Our own culture has travelled a huge distance in terms of recognising the 
equality of those who are LBGT, and that’s involved a significant shift in 
collective attitudes in a short space of time. Other cultures have not yet 
been able to make that same journey (and there is a commitment in the 
statement to keep talking about it), but what the statement allows is for 
some members of the Communion to go back to their own countries 
where LBGT people are already subjected terrible discrimination and 
persecution, and legitimise that stance. Where is God’s grace, love and 
mercy in legitimising that? Can you imagine Jesus agreeing with it? 
 

As Christ’s representatives in our world we should be at the forefront of 
championing equality, not reinforcing views that legitimise persecution – 
& I’m asking myself if we are in danger of considering the unity of the 
church (a man-made institution) to be of greater importance than 
ensuring all are equally welcome as sons & daughters in God’s family? 
What do you think?  RA 
 

Congratulations to Charlotte and Dean on the safe arrival of Amelia Rose 

on 22nd December 2015, pictured here with her proud parents and wider 

Whiteley clan! 
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Please remember Rev Keith Wickert in your 
prayers as he is licensed at St Peter’s, Bishops 
Waltham on Sunday 7th February in their 9.15am 
service. Anyone from our parish who would like 
to attend is very welcome to do so – we may run 
a minibus if enough people are going – please 
contact Nikki in the parish office if you’d like to 
go by minibus. 

 
We are delighted to announce that the Revd 
Laura Cameron will be joining the clergy team 
in March as Assistant Curate. She comes to us 
from St John’s Shedfield and St Nicholas 
Wickham to complete her Curacy. She is a self-
supporting priest (SSM) and is married to 
Grant. Laura will be licensed to our parish in 
early March, and we look forward to 
welcoming her ministry among us.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

New Beginnings 

Oasis Tea and Chat - Our 

friendly and informal bereavement team work 
to support those who have suffered from the 
effects of losing a loved one.  ‘The Oasis’ Tea 
and Chat Club has been formed to help with 
this support and meets between 2- 4pm for a 
cup of tea, homemade cake and a chat. The 
next date is: Monday 8th March at the 
Highlands Hub, Highlands Road Shops. Come 
and join us, we would love to see you, with or 
without a friend. Contact June Haye on 01329 
231449 if you would like to know more. 
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Christians Together in Fareham 

are offering Lent study groups 

this year – looking at ‘Life Calling’ 

by Kate Bruce and Robert 

Warren.  
 

ά{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

is jusǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧōǳǘ DƻŘ 

calls us all to live our lives shaped 

and directed by his call. This 

course explores the meaning of 

ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜέΦ 
 

The course lasts for five weeks, & 

there is a choice of seven groups 

– taking place across the week, and at different times of day / evening 

– please complete a form at the back of church & return it to the 

church office ASAP.  

 
Alternatively we will be running two groups within the parish: 

¶ Tuesday evenings at David and Edna Inns’ (Crawford Drive) 

7.30 - 9pm starting on 16th February. 

 

¶ Friday mornings at 10am in St Columba Church - 

Starting on Friday 12th February. 
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Tuesday 23rd Feb 2016, 7pm - We thought it would be fun to have a 
meal out – St Columba and Holy Trinity together, so have booked the 
Lysses Hotel for a two course meal, to include a drink (red/white wine 
/ beer or soft drink), coffee and chocolates – all for £21 and no one has 
to wash up! Please contact the parish office to book your place and 
make menu choices (see below) by 13th February. Nearer the time 
we’ll also hope to organise the sharing of lifts. 
 

Main Courses: 

¶ Herb crusted fillet of cod set on basil mashed potato & served 
with roasted cherry tomatoes and mange tout finished with a 
white wine and cream sauce. 

¶ Chicken breast stuffed with smoked rosary cheese mousse 
served with a seed mustard mashed potato, sautéed spinach 
and finished with a creamy sauce. 

¶ Pork fillet roasted and served with sautéed potatoes, French 
beans and snow peas, finished with a creamy grain mustard 
sauce. 

¶ A wild mushroom risotto topped with parsnip crisps finished 
with a chive butter sauce.  

 

All served with a selection of veg. 
 

Desserts: 

¶ A dark chocolate and salted 
caramel tart served with a raspberry sauce and whipped cream.  

¶ A mandarin and Cointreau flavoured crème brulée coated with 
a brown sugar crust. 

¶ A meringue pavlova topped with whipped cream, fresh 
pineapple, fudge ice cream and toasted flaked almonds. 

¶ A tangy lemon posset with raspberries served with a 
shortbread biscuit. 

 

Coffee and petit fours 
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The 2016 programme of Diocesan Spirituality Days is now available  

(pamphlets in the foyer). Included in the programme are: 
 

16th April: Journeying into Wholeness: St George’s Church, Portsea. 

A practical and reflective day exploring Ignatian Spirituality in creative  

ways. 10am-3.30pm. Led by Barbara Mace. 
 

14th May: A Day to let God love you: Portsmouth Cathedral. Julian of  

Norwich lived 600 years ago, and yet faced many of the same 

questions we struggle with today. Her profound insights can give us 

food for thought and liberate us into growth in love. 10am-3.30pm. 

Led by Ann Lewin.  
 

4th June: Surrounded by Witnesses: Portsmouth Cathedral. 

Looking at how Columba, Augustine, Thomas a’Becket and Lancelot  

Andrewes faced the task of living the life of faith and prayer in a world 

of turmoil. 10am – 1pm. Led by Canon David Isaac. 
 

3rd September: Songs in the Key of Life: Portsmouth Cathedral 

A contemporary look at the Book of Psalms using songs by Bjork, Stevie  

Wonder and the Black Eyed Peas. 10am-3.30pm. Led by Steve Marsh. 
 

24th September: Lose your head and come to your senses: 

Portsmouth Cathedral. Words can get in the way in our relationship 

with God, so this day focuses on using the five senses to let God into 

our lives. 10am – 3.30pm. Led by Malcolm Rothwell. 
 

Booking for any of these days is via the application forms in the 

pamphlets or by contacting Claire Holland at the Diocese: Tel: 023 

9289 9656 or Claire.holland@portsmouth.anglican.org 

Growing your Spirituality  
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Services at St Columba during February 
Prayer during the week – Tues & Thurs at the Hub – 
9.15am 
 

7th February ς Sunday next before Lent 
8am  - Said Communion;  
10am  - Morning Worship (all age)  
No Iona Service this month 

 

14th February ς Lent 1 
8am  - Said Communion 
10am  - Family Communion (with Columba kids) 
   

21st February ς Lent 2       
8am - Said Communion 
10am  – Morning Worship with /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
       

28th February ς Lent 3  
 8am - Said Communion 
 10am - Family Communion (with Columba Kids) 
  

Ash Wednesday S ervice 
Wednesday 10th February - We will be joining Holy Trinity, St John’s 
Locks Heath and St Peter’s, Titchfield to mark the start of Lent this year 
in the evening. The service will 
be held at St Peter’s, starting 
at 7.30pm, and will feature a 
combined choir from the 
churches.  
 

Holy Communion for Ash 
Wednesday will also be held at 
Holy Trinity on Wedesday 
morning, at 10.30pm.  
 



9 

 

 
 

 

We Remember in February 
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Learning at Grannyõs Table 

 
I spent hours sitting at my Granny's table. It was only a small table, but 
it had extensions you could pull out for guests dining, or baking. My 
heart always skipped a beat when they came out, it meant either we 
were having visitors, or better still we were baking.  
 
At Granny’s table I learnt how to make 'stovies', a Scottish dish 
(Granny and Grandpa and Dad hailed from across the border, and I was 
born in Glasgow). Granny now lived in our Lincolnshire seaside village, 
just a very short bike ride up Sea Bank Road and I was there, regularly, 
in fact most days. Stovies is a potato dish, cooked in the oven with 
onions carrots or what have you.... Granny often made hers with 
sausage, or liver, and I can honestly say I have made it hundreds of 
times since, and although it is very tasty it has NEVER tasted as good as 
Granny's!  
 
Under her watchful eye I learnt how to make pastries, cake, toffee, 
tablet, (though I never liked tablet) and Granny's jam tarts, which were 
like no other, they had a pastry lid with a hole in the middle, the lids 
were dipped in milk and sugar before being placed on top of the jam. 

DELICIOUS, try it next time you are baking.  What Granny taught me 
stood me in good stead as I became a pastry chef and earned a decent 
living all my life.  
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Now I am getting in my dotage, not so many culinary confections find 
their way onto my table these days. I get my pleasure from teaching 
MY granddaughter who thankfully is very willing to learn. It must be in 
her genes, because she is a natural. She is only twelve and very 
confident around the oven.  
   
Most of my lovely friends at St Columba know that Andy and I have 
recently moved house and relocated to Waterlooville. We are getting 
settled in well and decided to have a house warming dinner party 
recently, as a way of thanking the family for all the help moving us. I 
decided to cook everyone’s favourite, roast dinner. By the time I had 
prepared all the vegetables, and the trimmings, Yorkshires, sauces, and 
laid the table with my 'best crockery' I had no energy left to make 
dessert, so I offered an apology in the air to Granny and bought one. I 
knew the family would be a bit disappointed, not getting a syrup 
sponge, you never go to Mum’s and not get a syrup sponge.  
 
When we had finished our main course I apologized to everyone and 
served my ready-made effort. I couldn't understand why everyone was 
grinning and looking over my shoulder. I turned to see what they were 
all looking at.... There was my wonderful granddaughter Lia holding a 
plate with the most magnificent syrup sponge. It was sitting there in all 
its glory glistening and oozing deliciousness. I don't know who was 
more proud, me or Lia. She had brought it with her.  The more things 
change, the more they stay the same. I 
was bursting with pride, and there were 
a few tears. I hasten to say it was beyond 
delicious and I happily pass the mantle 
on to the next generation. The future of 
my family baking is in good hands. Amen 

to that. Eileen   
 

As a postscript, Lia’s Mum also teaches 
her, and Lia is the best pancake maker 

too.  
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Charitable Giving Nominations for 2016  

Following PCC approval towards the end of last year, our Parish is 

supporting eight charities this year through our tithed giving: 
 

The Rainbow Centre is a small local charity 

based in Fareham which inspires and supports 

children with cerebral palsy, and adults with 

strokeΣ a{Σ tŀǊƪƛƴǎƻƴΩs, Cerebral Palsy or head  

injury and their families. 
 

Open Doors - is a Christian ministry serving 

persecuted Christians and churches 

worldwide. It supplies Bibles, leadership 

training, literacy programmes, livelihood 

support and advocacy services. 

Ideopathic Intracranial Hypertension UK 

(IIHUK) seeks to raise awareness and 

understanding of this  rare condition, as well as 

championing and supporting medical research 

into finding a cure or appropriate treatment for 

sufferers.  

 

Open Sight is a charity based in 

Bishopstoke, near Eastleigh. Their 

mission is to support Hampshire 

people of all ages who are affected by 

sight loss to achieve their personal 

goals, remain independent and live a full life.  
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Lion Aid is a UK-based charity working in 

Africa, which supports local communities in 

finding low-tech but effective ways of 

preventing the loss of livestock to lions – an 

increasing problem caused by the ever-expanding human population.  
 

The Motor Neurone Disease 

Association (Portsmouth and 

South East Hants Group) is a group 

of volunteers who work locally to 

support people living with and 

affected by MND. They run a monthly support group at The Rowans, as 

well as fundraising and campaigning for change to improve care for 

people with MND. 
 

Shooting Star Chase is a children’s hospice charity 

caring for babies, children and young people with 

life-limiting conditions, and their families. They have 

two hospices at Hampton and Guildford which help 

children and families to make the most of every day 

that they have together. 
 

Portsmouth Down Syndrome 

Association (also known as Footprints) 

provide everything from practical 

advice and information to moral 

support, a listening ear and a shoulder to cry on if needed for families 

affected by Down Syndrome. 
 

For more information about each of these charities, please see the 
pamphlet in the church foyer ς we hope to introduce you to each of 
these in more detail during the year. 
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29th February ς 13th March

Sit down for breakfast, stand up for farmers!  

As Martin Luther King famously said, ‘before you finish 

eating breakfast in the morning, you’ve depended on 

more than half the world’. Despite our dependence on 

farmers and workers for the foods, drinks and products 

that we love, about 795 million people are undernourished globally. 

The people who grow the food we take for granted ŎŀƴΩǘ always feed 

their own families. We can support farmers & workers to put food on 

the table for their families by harnessing the power of a Fairtrade 

breakfast. 

When people are paid a fairer price, they can have more control over 

their lives when times are hard, and worry less about how they will feed 

their families. Whether it’s the extra cash in their pockets or being able 

to expand their farms to grow more food to eat, Fairtrade means many 

farmers and workers are able to fulfil a basic human need – to put 

enough food on the table for the people they care about, all year round. 
 

This year’s Lent appeal is all about education – here in the Portsmouth 

Diocese and our linked dioceses in Ghana. The appeal will be supporting 

the work of St Nicholas’ Seminary in Ghana, which provides theological 

training for ordinands across the whole of Ghana. 
 

In addition, nominations are invited for grants to be awarded to 

charities or community groups working within the Portsmouth Diocese 

area who help people (of any age) overcome obstacles to learning. 
 

Please see the Lent Appeal leaflets for more details on how to nominate 

a charity / community group for a grant. 
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Parish Office: 

 Holy Trinity Church, West Street, Fareham. PO16 0EL 

 Opening times: 9am – 12 noon Monday – Friday 

 Tel: 01329 232688 E-mail: office@htscf.org.uk 

 Website: www.htscf.org.uk 
  
Team Vicar at St Columba: Revd Ruth Schofield  

Tel: 01329 842300 

 E-mail: revrschofield@gmail.com   
 

Church Wardens at St Columba: 

 Jim Palmer Tel: 07973 297977 

Nigel Sturt Tel: 07766 345115 
 

Rector: Revd Sally Davenport 

 Tel: 07500 775926 

 E-mail: sally.davenport@portsmouth.anglican.org 
 

Assistant Curate: Revd Garry Roberts 

Tel: 07554 142729 E-mail: revdgarryroberts@virginmedia.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our contributors this month. We love to hear from you 
ς ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭȅΚ ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǊ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΚ Articles for the next edition of 
the Informer - available 28th February are very welcome – 500 words 
or less. Please forward them to Rachel Abbey at St Columba - hard 
copy deadline Mon 22nd Feb, electronic copy Tuesday 23rd Feb.  
Tel: 07900 470609  E-mail: rachel.abbey@ntlworld.com. 
 

Contact Uséé 


